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The Peak District Environmental Quality Mark at Beechenhill Farm
2004/5
In 2003 Terry Prince of Beechenhill Farm applied for the Peak District Environmental Quality Mark for his farming business and Sue applied for the award for her tourism business.  Both businesses went through a rigorous inspection process; their applications were considered by the PDEQM project officer and members of the PDEQM Awards Panel.  The applications were  successful.

The process for the accommodation award considered the following issues:

· Were the businesses complying with all environmental legislation?

· Energy audit and review

· Water audit and review 

· Waste audit and review

· Purchasing review

· Supplier screening

· Presentation of building, interior and exterior

· Presentation of staff

· Provision of environmental information

· Conservation of Peak District character

· Purchasing to deliver Peak District environmental benefits

 The Peak District National Park Authority regularly spot checks compliance with the scheme.
Each business is set targets to improve its delivery of environmental benefits.

The Beechenhill accommodation business target for 2003/4

Environmentally friendly alternatives- ‘Over the next 12 months Sue will try at least 2 different environmentally friendly cleaning products (eg surface cleaners, toilet cleaner, dishwashing liquid, laundry liquid etc) with the view to making regular purchases of the products if they are satisfactory.’ 

Result: Ecover toilet cleaner and Ecover liquid soap have now replaced previous products on a permanent basis.  Trails continue with environmentally friendly washing powder.
The Beechenhill farming business target for 2004/5
Provision of Environmental information: staff and visitor involvement- 
1. It should be ensured that the PDEQM agreement is available to members of staff to see, including part time staff.
2. Procedures should be developed for staff to make suggestions for improvements eg. a suggestions book.
3. The environmental efforts of the business in the context of the PDEQM should be highlighted to visitors to the farm, including school visits and groups visiting through Losehill Hall and the National Trust Learning Officer.

