Health and Safety Statement Beechenhill Farm School Visits
At Beechenhill Farm we take health and safety very seriously, we have:

· Strict hand washing policy with purpose built facilities. 

· Boot and shoe cleaning facilities 

· Full public liability insurance

A Health and Safety Executive (HSE) information sheet is available for teachers: Avoiding ill health at open farms- Advice to teachers AIS23 Supplement (revised) From:
HSE Books, 
PO Box 1999, 
Sudbury CO10 2WA 
Tel: 01787 881165 
Fax: 01787 313995 
www.hsebooks.co.uk 

General

· We endeavour to keep the farm clean and tidy.

· We have separate areas for contact with animals and eating food
· We have good hand washing facilities
· The visit route leads around the farm, finishing with hand washing before further activity

· Boots can be cleaned before departure
· We have clear information for visitors

· All contacts with animals are properly supervised

Hand Washing

· When visiting a farm you may get animal faeces or harmful bacteria on your hands.  This can happen by touching gates or fences as well as touching animals.   

· You must not touch food, chew pens or pencils, bite your nails, suck your thumb or put your fingers in your mouth during the visit.

· This may make you ill so you must wash your hands at the end of the visit.  
Supervision
Maximum size of visit is 30 children and the supervisor: pupil ratio should be as follows
· 1:8 for 5 to 8 year olds

· 1:10 for over 8 year olds

· Visits of more than 30 children should be split into smaller groups.

A farm is a work place like a factory, there are hazards to avoid.  It is the supervisor’s responsibility to:

· Ensure children keep together during the visit 
· Ensure that children do not climb gates or walls, unless directed to do so

· Keep quiet and listen especially near animals

· Have mobile phones and personal music equipment  switched off 

· Have any cuts or grazes covered in waterproof dressings

· Are not chewing gum or sweets.  

· Clean their foot-ware before departure

· Wash their hands effectively at the end of the visit and before touching food
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